THE

2000
CANADIAN
ELECTION
STUDY

Thisisthefinal component of the 2000 Canadian Election Study. We appreciate the assistance you
have provided usin the study and hope you will complete this questionnaire as soon as possible.

All responses to this questionnaire will be keptstrictly confidential. Pleasereturnthe questionnaire
in the enclosed self-addressed envelope. No postageisrequired.

This questionnaire must be compl eted by the same person who was interviewed overthetelephone.
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For each statement below, please indicate if you strongly
agree, agree, disagree, or strongly disagree. Please write the
number that best reflects your opinion in the space at the right

SECTION A

of each statement.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Strongly
agree Agree Disagree disagree

Strongly
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We have gone too far in pushing equal

rightsinthiscountry ......... ... ... ... .........

We should be more tolerant of people who choose

to live according to their own standards,

even if they are very different fromourown .........

If a company has to lay off some of its
employees, the first workers to be laid off

should be women whose husbands have jobs .. ...

The welfare state makes people less willing

to look afterthemselves .........................

Discrimination makes it extremely difficult

for women to get jobs equal to their abilities .......

Protecting the environment is more

important than creatingjobs ......................

Newer lifestyles are contributing to the

breakdown of our society ........................

The world is always changing and we should adapt
our view of moral behaviour to these changes ......

This country would have many fewer problems
if there were more emphasis on traditional

familyvalues ...... ... ... ..

It is more difficult for non-whites to be successful

in Canadian society than itis for whites ............

If people really want work, they can findajob .......

We should look after Canadians born in

this country first and otherssecond ...............

The Bible is the actual word of God and is to be

taken literally word forword ......................

Minority groups need special rights ...............

The best way to protect women'’s interests is to

have more women in Parliament .................

SECTION B

Please circle the number that best reflects your opinion.

1.

The government should:

See to it that everyone has a decent

standard of living ............ ... ... .. ... ..
Leave people to get ahead on theirown ........

NOtSUre ... ... e

The feminist movement:

Just tries to get equal treatment for women .. ...
Putsmendown ................. ... ... .. ...,

Notsure ...... ... ... i
Which is more important in a democratic society:

Letting the majority decide ....................
Protecting the needs and rights of minorities .. ..

NotsUre ...

Which comes closest to your own view:

If Aboriginal peoples tried harder, they could

be as well off as other Canadians ...........

Social and economic conditions make it almost
impossible for most Aboriginal peoples

toovercomepoverty ............ ...

NotsUre ...

Do you think that:

Quite a few of the people running the

government are a little crooked ..............

Not very many are crooked ....................
Hardly any of them are crooked ................

NOtSUre ...... .. e

Do you think that people in the government:

Waste a lot of the money we pay intaxes .......

Wastesomeofit............... ..o,
Don't waste very muchofit ....................

NotsUre ...

The feminist movement encourages women:

To be independent and speak up for themselves

To be selfish and think only of themselves ......

NOt SUI « ot e e e e e,



SECTION C

For each statement below, please indicate if you strongly
agree, agree, disagree, or strongly disagree. Please write the
number that best reflects your opinion in the space at the right
of each statement.

Strongly Strongly Not
agree Agree Disagree disagree sure
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1. The problem with democracy is that

most people don't really know what's
bestforthem .......... ... .. ... ... .

2. Most people have enough sense to tell
whether the government is doing a
goodjob ... ... ..

3. People who don’t vote have no right to
criticizethegovernment . ............ ... .. ... ...

4. The government should pay the most

attention to those citizens who are
wellinformed ........... .. ... .. .. .. ... .

5. Those elected to Parliament soon lose touch
withthe people ...... ... ... . o i

6. Political parties spend too much time
cateringtominorities ........... ... i

7. Political parties generally try to look after the

best interests of everybody and not just the
interests of those who vote forthem ...............

8. Political parties do more to divide the
countrythantouniteit ...........................

9. ltisthe duty of every citizentovote .................

10. Immigrants make an important contribution
tothiscountry...... ... ... . i

11. Canadian unity is weakened by Canadians
of different ethnic and cultural backgrounds

stickingtotheiroldways ........................

12. People like me don't have any say about
what the governmentdoes .......................

13. We have gone too far in pushing bilingualism
iNnCanada ...........ccoiiiiiiiiiii

14. We could probably solve most of our big
national problems if decisions could be
brought back to the people at the grass
FOOS oottt

.................. SECTIOND. .....................

Please indicate how much confidence you have in the
following institutions. Circle the number that best reflects your
opinion.

Not
A great Quite very  None

deal a lot much at all
+3)))))0)))))))0)))))).

1 2 3 4
Organized religion .......... 1 2 3 4
The armed forces ........... 1 2 3 4
Publicschools .............. 1 2 3 4
The Supreme Court ......... 1 2 3 4
The civil service ............. 1 2 3 4
unions ... 1 2 3 4
Thepolice.................. 1 2 3 4
The federal government ... .. 1 2 3 4
Your provincial or territorial
government .............. 1 2 3 4
Big business ............... 1
Themedia ................. 1 2 3 4

SECTION E

For each statement below, please indicate if you strongly
agree, agree, disagree, or strongly disagree. Please write the
number that best reflects your opinion in the space at the right
of each statement.

Strongly Strongly Not
agree Agree Disagree disagree sure

;)))))))))){?)))))))))))g)))))))))))i

1. Canada should participate in peacekeeping

operations abroad even if it means putting
the lives of Canadian soldiersatrisk ..............

2. International trade creates more jobs in
Canadathanitdestroys .........................

3. Too many recent immigrants just don't
want to fit into Canadian society ..................

4. Only people who are legally married should
be havingchildren ............ ... ... ... ...

5. We must crack down on crime, even if that
means that criminals lose theirrights ............

6. Anglophones in Quebec are better treated
than francophones intherestof Canada ..........

7. Federal government services should be provided
in only one language, French in Quebec and

Englishintherestof Canada .....................



Strongly

10.

11.

12.

Strongly Not
agree Agree Disagree disagree sure
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It is important to vote, even if my party or
candidate has no chance of winning ..............

We would have better laws if Members of
Parliament were allowed to vote for what they

thought was best rather than having to vote
the same way as theirparty ......................

So many people vote that my vote hardly
countsforanything .............. ... ... .. .......

If I did not vote, | would feel guilty .. ................

Sometimes politics and government seem so

complicated that a person like me can’t really

understand what’'s goingon.......................
SECTION F

Do you happen to know which level of government has the

PRIMARY responsibility for health, education and social
welfare?

The provincial government ........................ 1
The federal government ............ ... ... ....... 2
Notsure ........ ... i 8

Which level of government do you think SHOULD have the
PRIMARY responsibility for health, education and social
welfare?

The provincial government ........................ 1
The federal government ............ ... ... ....... 2
NOLSUIE .. i e 8

How good a job does your provincial government do with
respect to health, education and social welfare?

Averygoodjob ......... ... 1
Quiteagoodjob ... ... ... 2
Notaverygoodjob .......... ... ... .. .. 3
Notagoodjobatall ............. ... . ... ... ... 4
NOLSUIE ... e 8

How good a job does the federal government do with
respect to health, education and social welfare?

Averygoodjob ... 1
Quiteagoodjob ....... ... 2
Notaverygoodijob .............. ... ... 3
Notagoodjobatall .............................. 4

NOtSUIE ..o e 8

. When there is a conflict between the federal government

and your provincial government, who do you think is usually
to blame?

The federal government ................ ... .o, 1
The provincial government .......................... 2
Both aboutequally ........... .. ... ... L 3
NOtSUIe ... 8

. When your Premier takes part in meetings with the Prime

Minister and other provincial premiers, whose interests
should the Premier put first?

The interests of your province ....................... 1
The interests of Canadaasawhole.................. 2
NOt SUIE ..o 8

. Who should be allowed to contribute to political parties and

candidates?

Onlyindividuals ......... ... ... i, 1
Both individuals and groups such as

corporations, trade unions and associations ........ 2
NOL SUIE o 8

. Do you think it is a good thing or a bad thing to limit the

amount of money that individuals and groups (other than
candidates and parties) can spend to advertise their
support for a party or a policy during an election campaign?

Agoodthing ....... ... i 1
Abadthing ....... ... . i 2
NOL SUIE o 8

. Do you think it is a good thing or a bad thing to require

individuals and groups who advertise during an election
campaign to make public how much they have spent?

Agoodthing ....... ... i 1

Abadthing ....... ... i 2

NOtSUre ... .. 8
SECTION G

. Pleasecircle any voluntary association(s) in which you have

been active during the past five years:

Community ServiCe group ... ...vvuveeunnenenn. 1
Business association ............ ... ... .. 1
Professional association ........................... 1
Environmentalgroup ......... ..o 1
WOMEN'SroUP ..ottt e e 1
Labourunion ... .. ... 1
Ethnic association ............. .. ... ... ... ... 1
Sportsassociation .......... ... i i 1
Religious organization . ........... ... ... ... ... 1
Other (please specify) R |




Here is a list of political actions that people can take. For
each action, please put a circle in the appropriate column
to indicate if you have actually done it, if you might do it, or
if you would never do it under any circumstances.

Have Might Would Not
done do never sure

Sign a petition .............. 1....2....3....8

Joininaboycott............. 1....2....3....8

Attend a lawful demonstration 1 .... 2 .... 3 .... 8

Join an illegal strike ......... 1....2....3....8

Occupy a buildingorfactory .. 1 .... 2 .... 3 .... 8
SECTIONH

Do you happen to remember the names of any

candidates who ran in your riding in the last election?

Please write in their names below:

Candidate 1:

Candidate 2:

Candidate 3:

Don'tremember ........ ... .. .. . .. 8

Here is a list of activities that Members of Parliament often
perform.Please rank these factors from 1 (mostimportant)
to 4 (least important) according to how important you think
they should be:

Helping their constituents deal with government
redtape ...

Taking an active role in shaping public policy. .. ...
Looking after the interests of theirriding ..........

Informing their constituents about government
POlCY .

Here is a list of factors that the Prime Minister may
consider when choosing Cabinet Ministers. Please rank
thesefactors from 1 (mostimportant) to 4 (leastimportant)
according to how important you think they should be:

Their expertise in a particular policy area .........
How long they have been in Parliament...........
The regiontheyrepresent.......................

Their social background characteristics
such as gender, language and ethnicity ..........

There are several different possible methods of voting.
Please indicate how much confidence you have in each of
the following methods (circle the number that best reflects
your opinion).

Alot Some A little None

Voting at a polling station ..... 1....2...3....4
Votingby mail ............... 1....2...3....4
Voting by internetfromhome .. 1 .... 2 ... 3 .... 4

Voting by telephone from
home....................... 1....2...3....4

Please circle the method you would MOST LIKE to use
and then the method you would LEAST LIKE to use.

Most Least
like like
Voting at a polling station ................ 1....... 1
Votingbymail .............. ... .. ... 2 .. 2
Voting by internet fromhome ............. 3 ... 3
Voting by telephone fromhome ........... 4 ....... 4

SECTION |

In this section, please circle the number that best reflects

1.

your opinion.

In some countries, people believe their elections are
conducted fairly. In other countries, people believe that
their elections are conducted unfairly. Thinking of the last
election in Canada, where would you place it on the scale
below?

Last election was Last election was
conducted fairly conducted unfairly

)))0))))))0))))0)NN))
1 2 3 4 5

Some people say that political parties in Canada care what
ordinary people think. Others say that political parties in
Canada don't care what ordinary people think. Using the
scale below, where would you place your own view?

Political parties in Political parties in

Canada care what Canada don’t care what
ordinary people think ordinary people think

))0)))))))))))0)NN))
1 2 3 4 5

Some people say that political parties are necessary to
make our political system work in Canada. Others think
thatpolitical parties are not needed in Canada. Using the
scale below, where would you place your own view?

Political parties are
necessary to make our are not needed
political system work in Canada

$))))0))))0)))NNNDIN)) -
1 2 3 4 5

Political parties



SECTION J

The federal government and all the provinces except
Quebec signed an agreement on social programmes in
1999, called the Social Union Framework. How much have
you heard about this agreement:

Agreatdeal ....... ... ... . 1
SOME . 2
Notmuch ... ... 3
Nothing atall ....... (Goto SectionK) ............. 4
Notsure ........... (Goto SectionK) ............. 8

How much do you think the social union agreement has
done to improve social programmes?

Agreatdeal ......... ... ... 1
SOM Lt e 2
Notmuch ... ... 3
Nothingatall ......... .. ... . i, 4
NOtSUIe ... e e 8

How serious a problem do you think it is that Quebec did
not sign the agreement:

VErY SErOUS . .ottt 1
Somewhat Serious ...........oiiiiiiiii 2
NOt Very SerioUS .. ..o 3
Notatallserious ............ ..., 4
NOt SUIE .o e 8

SECTION K
In what year were you born? 19 _ _
What is your gender?
Male ... 1
Female ...... ... . 2

Here is a list of occupations. Please put a circle in the
appropriate column if you know any men (column 1) or
women (column 2) in each of these occupations:

Lawyer . ... 1....... 2
Socialworker .............. . . 1...... 2
Carpenter ..., 1...... 2
Tailor, dressmaker or furrier ........... 1...... 2
Computer programmer ............... 1...... 2
Securityguard ......... ..o 1...... 2
Cashier .......... ..o, 1...... 2
Sales or marketing manager .......... 1...... 2
Sewing machine operator............. 1...... 2
Deliverydriver ....................... 1...... 2
Human resources manager ........... 1...... 2
Janitor or caretaker .................. 1...... 2
Pharmacist.......................... 1...... 2
Server (waiter or waitress) ............ 1...... 2

Farmer .......... ... ... ... ... .. ... 1...... 2



We are very interested in any further comments you may wish to
make about these or related issues.
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Thank you very much for taking the time to fill out this questionnaire. Your contribution to this project is very important.
Please return the questionnaire in the envelope provided. No postage is required.

Institute for Social Research (ISR)
Y ork University
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